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JA Personal Finance®  (Blended Model)

JA Personal Finance (Blended Model) consists of eight sessions and 
offers two implementation options—Basic or Advanced.

•  Basic implementation includes Sessions One through Five  
   delivered by the volunteer.
•  Advanced implementation includes Sessions One through                  
   Five delivered by the volunteer and Sessions Six through        
   Eight, delivered by the teacher or volunteer.

Basic or advanced implementation depends on educator requirements and correlations to local 
standards. Contact your local JA Area staff to find out if either implementation is necessary.

Session Titles and Summaries:

Session One—Money for the Long Run (volunteer-taught)
Students explore three introductory questions:

• Why should they learn about personal finances?
• What are personal finances?
• What steps should be taken now to help them earn income in the future?

Session Two—Why Budget? (volunteer-taught)
To understand the importance of budgeting, students answer three questions:

• What do teens spend money on?
• What is budgeting?
• Why use a budget to manage money earned from a job?

Session Three—Anatomy of a Budget (volunteer-taught)
Students examine a comprehensive personal budget, including budget categories such as 
discretionary, fixed, and flexible.

Session Four—Breaking Even Isn’t Enough (volunteer-taught)
Students learn that many Americans do not save enough cash for emergencies or large 
purchases. Students then learn how to build financial security through a savings plan.
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Students experience the interrelationship between financial decisions made now and future financial freedom and 
quality of life. They learn that a positive financial future requires management strategies, including career exploration, 
budgeting, savings, wise use of credit, savvy shopping, consumer protection, and investment strategies.

Session Five—Benefits and Costs of Credit 
(volunteer-taught)
Students research credit basics and then evaluate some 
credit alternatives.

Session Six—Maximize Your Money 
(volunteer- or teacher-taught)
Students examine smart shopping techniques that will 
make the money they earn go further.

Session Seven—On Guard (volunteer- or teacher-taught)
Students investigate potential threats from resourceful identity thieves and why it is important to 
know how to protect their identity and their finances.

Session Eight—Growing Money (volunteer- or teacher-taught)
Students compare and contrast strategies for investing money and the relationship between risk and 
reward when crafting a sound investment strategy.
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Join Junior Achievement’s national network 
of more than 213,500 volunteers and help 
students in your community connect the 
dots between what they learn in school and 
the “business of life”— work readiness, 
entrepreneurship, and financial literacy.

JA’s Turnkey Volunteer Solution:

Personalized Placement
JA works with you to ensure you teach at 
the location and grade level of your choice.

Comprehensive Training
JA staff provides training so you are 
comfortable visiting the classroom. Training 
also will be available in the Learning 
Management System (LMS) so you are 
familiar with the program. Training topics 
include working with students and the 
classroom teacher, and understanding and 
facilitating the JA program. 

Flexible Time Commitment 
through Blended Learning
The time commitment is flexible to maximize 
the impact you make. High school-level 
classes include eight 45-minute sessions.

JA provides you with online access to the 
volunteer, teacher, and student materials 
you’ll need to fit your schedule. 

JA Staff Follow-Up and Support
JA staff is available to answer your 
questions or make suggestions about your 
volunteer assignment.

JA Personal Finance® (Blended Model)

Volunteer resources, 
including a Volunteer 
and Teacher Guide 
with instructions and 
talking points
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4Interactive digital tools 
and resources

Engaging interface and 
blended-learning 
opportunities 

Multi-media content and 
social networking, 
including discussion 
boards, videos, and an 
e-portfolio
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